Funeral Services for Kenhedy Aide Dave Powers 



REITERS 

Boston — The Kennedy clan gathered 
yesterday to remember the “keeper of 
the flame,” Mr. Dave Powers, a former 
aide to President John F. Kennedy. 

Mr. Powers, the first curator to the 
late president’s library in Boston, died 
last week at age 85 from heart disease 
complications. 

In a eulogy at a closed funeral in the 
Boston neighborhood of Charlestown, 
Sen. Edward Kennedy said Mr. Powers 
was “like a brother, a close friend and 
adviser who will be deeply missed.” 

He added, “In a very real sense, Jack’s 
library became Dave’s library too. The 
torch may have been 'passed but Dave 
Powers was always the keeper of the 
flame.” 


Members of the Kennedy family, in- 
cluding the president’s children, John 
Kennedy Jr. and Caroline Kennedy 
Schlossberg, and Rep. Joseph Kennedy 
and his wife Beth, joined about 250 
mourners at St. Catherine of Siena 
Church in Charlestown. 

Mr. Powers was an unemployed veter- 
an living with his widowed sister and her 
10 children when he first met Kennedy 
after World War II. 

The man who would become president 
was looking for help in running his first 
political campaign for the House of Re- 
presentatives. 

Mr. Powers signed on and campaigned 
with Kennedy in every political contest. 
When Kennedy won the presidency, Mr. 

Powers went to 
Washington as his 
special assistant. 

It was Mr. Pow- 
ers who was instru- 
mental in making 
arrangements for 
Kennedy’s state fu- 
neral after the as- 
sassination in No- 
vember, 1963. In 
1965 he became cu- 
rator of the John F. 
Kennedy Library, a 
post he held until 
1994. 

Mr. Powers was 
buried at Mount 
Pleasant Cemetery 
in Arlington. 

He is survived by 
his wife, Jo, two 
daughters, a son 
and three grand- 
children. 


Dave Powers, a former Kennedy aide, was the first curator of the late 
president’s Boston library, a position he held until 1994. 
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Eunice Kennedy Shrlver, left, Caroline Kennedy Schlossberg, center, John 
Kennedy Jr., and Sen. Edward Kennedy, leave Powers’ funeral yesterday. 
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